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May 1, 2019 
 
The Honorable Sharon Carson, Chair 
Senate Executive Departments and Administration Committee 
Legislative Office Building, Room 101 
Concord, NH 03301 
 
RE: HB 244 An act repealing the moorings appeals board. 
 
Dear Chair Carson and Members of the Committee: 
 

The Lakes Management Advisory Committee (LMAC) appreciates the opportunity to 
comment on House Bill 244, which eliminates the current moorings appeals board and 
instead assigns mooring appeals directly to the commissioner of the department of 
safety. The LMAC supports this bill with the following comments and concerns. 
 

The LMAC understands that there has not been an appeal to the moorings appeals 
board in 12 years and that all three members of the moorings board are now deceased. 
Based on testimony presented at the January 16 LMAC meeting from persons believed 
to be knowledgeable of the bill’s language and intent, it was the LMAC’s understanding 
that HB 244 would assign mooring appeals to the Department of Safety’s adjudicative 
appeals board. In this context the LMAC members voted for, and previously issued a 
letter in support of HB244.   
 
The LMAC supports language in HB 244 to eliminate an inactive board.  The LMAC 
supports replacing that board with an appeals process that recognizes and considers 
the wide range of issues that play a role in the safe, equitable, and potentially 
environmentally sensitive conditions associated with mooring fields.  To this end, the 
LMAC understands that a mechanism for moorings permits, hearings, and appeals 
already exists at the Department of Safety which conducts its hearings according to 
provisions of RSA 541-A for adjudicative hearings. 
 
The LMAC is a legislatively created body charged to work with the New Hampshire 
Department of Environmental Services (NHDES) to administer RSA 483-A, the Lakes 
Management and Protection Program. The Governor and Council appointed Committee 
is comprised of 19 members representing academia, business, conservation 
organizations, lake associations, tourism, fish and game commission, marine trades, 
realtors, municipal government as well as several state agencies. Among its other 
responsibilities, the LMAC reviews legislation relevant to the Program and the state’s 
lakes and ponds, and advises the NHDES Commissioner on the merits of such 
legislation. 
 

https://www.des.nh.gov/organization/divisions/water/wmb/lakes/lmac/index.htm


The Honorable Sharon Carson 
Chair, Senate Executive Departments and Administration Committee  
HB 244 May 1, 2019 
Page 2 
 

29 Hazen Drive; PO Box 95; Concord, NH 03302-0095; Tel: 271-2959; Fax 271-7894 
https://www.des.nh.gov/organization/divisions/water/wmb/lakes/lmac/index.htm 

 
 
 
 

 

In conclusion, the LMAC supports language in HB 244 to eliminate an inactive board, and requests that 
HB 244 clearly delegate the appeals process to the Department of Safety adjudicative hearings process.  
 

Should you have further questions about this testimony, please feel free to contact me at (603) 867-
9299 or appliedforce52@gmail.com.  
 

Sincerely, 

 
David Packard 
Chair  

 
ec:  Rep. James Webb 

LMAC Representatives 
Robert R. Scott, Commissioner, NHDES 
Thomas O’Donovan, Director, Water Division, NHDES 
Ted Diers, Administrator, Watershed Mgmt. Bur., NHDES 
Tracie Sales, Rivers and Lakes Programs Manager, NHDES 
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